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Modern Music and After Paul Griffiths 2011-02-16 Over three decades, Paul Griffiths's
survey has remained the definitive study of music since the Second World War; this fully

revised and updated edition re-establishes Modern Music and After as the preeminent
introduction to the music of our time. The disruptions of the war, and the struggles of the
ensuing peace, were reflected in the music of the time: in Pierre Boulez's radical reformation
of compositional technique and in John Cage's development of zen music; in Milton Babbitt's
settling of the serial system and in Dmitry Shostakovich's unsettling symphonies; in
Karlheinz Stockhausen's development of electronic music and in Luigi Nono's pursuit of the
universally human, in Iannis Xenakis's view of music as sounding mathematics and in
Luciano Berio's consideration of it as language. The initiatives of these composers and their
contemporaries opened prospects that haven't yet stopped unfolding. This constant
expansion of musical thinking since 1945 has left us with no singular history of music;
Griffiths's study accordingly follows several different paths, showing how and why they
converge and diverge. This new edition of Modern Music and After discusses not only the
music of the fifteen years that have passed since the previous edition, but also the recent
explosion of scholarly interest in the latter half of the twentieth century. In particular, the book
has been expanded to incorporate the variety of responses to the modernist impasse
experienced by composers of the 1980s and 1990s. Griffiths then moves the book into the
twenty-first century as he examines such highly influential composers as Helmut
Lachenmann and Salvatore Sciarrino. For its breadth, wealth of detail, and characteristic wit
and clarity, the third edition of Modern Music and After is required reading for the student
and the enquiring listener.
Richard Strauss's Salome Richard Strauss 2005 A comprehensive guide to Richard

Strauss's SALOME, featuring insightful and in depth Commentary and Analysis, a complete,
newly translated Libretto with German/English side-by side, and over 25 music highlight
examples.
Leo Ornstein Michael Broyles 2007-10-15 Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal
Choices traces the meteoric rise and heretofore inexplicable disappearance of the RussianAmerican, futurist-anarchist, pianist-composer from his arrival in the United States in 1906
through a career that lasted nearly a century. Outliving his admirers and critics by decades
Leo Ornstein passed away in 2002 at the age of 108. Frequently compared to Igor
Stravinsky and Arnold Schoenberg, for a time Ornstein enjoyed a kind a celebrity granted
few living musicians. And then he turned his back on it all. This first, full-length biographical
study draws upon interviews, journals, and letters from a wide circle of Ornstein's friends and
acquaintances to track the Ornstein family as it escaped the horrors of the Russian pogroms,
and it situates the Russian-Jewish-American musician as he carved out an identity amidst
World War I, the flu pandemic, and the Red Scare. While telling Leo Ornstein's story, the
book also illuminates the stories of thousands of immigrants with similar harrowing
experiences. It also explores the immeasurable impact of his unexpected marriage in 1918
to Pauline Mallet-Prevost, a Park Avenue debutante. Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas,
Personal Choices finds Ornstein at the center of several networks that included artists John
Marin, William Zorach, Leon Kroll, writers and activists Paul Rosenfeld, Waldo Frank,
Edmund Wilson, and Clair Reis, the Stieglitz Circle, and a group of English composers
known as the Frankfurt Five. Ornstein's story challenges directly the traditional chronology

and narrative regarding musical modernism in America and its close relation to the other arts.
This Life of Sounds Renee Levine Packer 2010-07-23 This book is an invaluable chronicle of
an exuberant time of artistic exploration and experimentation populated by now legendary
figures such as John Cage, Morton Feldman, Cornelius Cardew, Terry Riley, Julius
Eastman, David Tudor, and many others who were part of this under-known chapter of late
20th century music history. Levine Packer brings it to life once again.
Music at the Limits Edward Said 2013-05-09 Music at the Limits brings together three
decades of Edward W. Said's essays on music. Addressing the work of a wide variety of
composers and performers, Said analyses music's social and political contexts, and provides
rich and often surprising assessments. He reflects on the censorship of Wagner in Israel; the
relationship between music and feminism; and the works of Beethoven, Bruckner, Rossini,
Schumann, Stravinsky and others. Always eloquent and often surprising, Music at the Limits
reinforces Said's reputation as one of the most influential writers of the twentieth century.
Major Labels Kelefa Sanneh 2021-10-05 One of Oprah Daily's 20 Favorite Books of 2021 •
Selected as one of Pitchfork's Best Music Books of the Year “One of the best books of its
kind in decades.” —The Wall Street Journal An epic achievement and a huge delight, the
entire history of popular music over the past fifty years refracted through the big genres that
have defined and dominated it: rock, R&B, country, punk, hip-hop, dance music, and pop
Kelefa Sanneh, one of the essential voices of our time on music and culture, has made a
deep study of how popular music unites and divides us, charting the way genres become
communities. In Major Labels, Sanneh distills a career’s worth of knowledge about music

and musicians into a brilliant and omnivorous reckoning with popular music—as an art form
(actually, a bunch of art forms), as a cultural and economic force, and as a tool that we use
to build our identities. He explains the history of slow jams, the genius of Shania Twain, and
why rappers are always getting in trouble. Sanneh shows how these genres have been
defined by the tension between mainstream and outsider, between authenticity and
phoniness, between good and bad, right and wrong. Throughout, race is a powerful
touchstone: just as there have always been Black audiences and white audiences, with more
or less overlap depending on the moment, there has been Black music and white music,
constantly mixing and separating. Sanneh debunks cherished myths, reappraises beloved
heroes, and upends familiar ideas of musical greatness, arguing that sometimes, the best
popular music isn’t transcendent. Songs express our grudges as well as our hopes, and they
are motivated by greed as well as idealism; music is a powerful tool for human connection,
but also for human antagonism. This is a book about the music everyone loves, the music
everyone hates, and the decades-long argument over which is which. The opposite of a
modest proposal, Major Labels pays in full.
Music of the Twentieth Century Ton de Leeuw 2005 Ton de Leeuw was a truly
groundbreaking composer. As evidenced by his pioneering study of compositional methods
that melded Eastern traditional music with Western musical theory, he had a profound
understanding of the complex and often divisive history of twentieth-century music. Now his
renowned chronicle Music of the Twentieth Century is offered here in a newly revised
English-language edition. Music of the Twentieth Century goes beyond a historical survey

with its lucid and impassioned discussion of the elements, structures, compositional
principles, and terminologies of twentieth-century music. De Leeuw draws on his experience
as a composer, teacher, and music scholar of non-European music traditions, including
Indian, Indonesian, and Japanese music, to examine how musical innovations that
developed during the twentieth century transformed musical theory, composition, and
scholarly thought around the globe.
Terry Riley's In C Robert Carl 2009-08-05 Setting the stage for a most intriguing journey into
the world of minimalism, Robert Carl's Terry Riley's In C argues that the work holds its place
in the canon because of the very challenges it presents to "classical" music. Carl examines
In C in the context of its era, its grounding in aesthetic practices and assumptions, its
process of composition, presentation, recording, and dissemination.
The Indispensable Composers Anthony Tommasini 2019-11-05 An exploration of the
question of greatness from the chief classical music critic of The New York Times Anthony
Tommasini has devoted particular attention to living composers and overlooked repertory.
But, as with all classical music lovers, the canon has remained central for him. Tommasini
resists the neat laws of canon formation—and yet, he can’t help but admit that these exalted
composers have guided him through his life, resonating with his deepest emotions and
profoundly shaping how he sees the world. Now, in The Indispensable Composers,
Tommasini offers his own personal guide to what the mercurial concept of greatness really
means in classical music. As he argues for his particular pantheon of indispensable
composers, Tommasini provides a masterclass in what to listen for and how to understand

what music does to us.
Gustav Mahler--Richard Strauss Gustav Mahler 1996-06-15 Letters illuminate the friendship
between Strauss and Mahler and discuss their views on music and composition
Playing Changes Nate Chinen 2019-07-23 One of the Best Books of the Year: NPR, GQ,
Billboard, JazzTimes In jazz parlance, “playing changes” refers to an improviser’s
resourceful path through a chord progression. In this definitive guide to the jazz of our time,
leading critic Nate Chinen boldly expands on that idea, taking us through the key changes,
concepts, events, and people that have shaped jazz since the turn of the century—from
Wayne Shorter and Henry Threadgill to Kamasi Washington and Esperanza Spalding; from
the phrase “America’s classical music” to an explosion of new ideas and approaches; from
claims of jazz’s demise to the living, breathing scene that exerts influence on mass culture,
hip-hop, and R&B. Grounded in authority and brimming with style, packed with essential
album lists and listening recommendations, Playing Changes takes the measure of this
exhilarating moment—and the shimmering possibilities to come.
My Life and Music Artur Schnabel 1988-01-01 "A clear picture of a musician of rare
integrity." — The Musical Times. Highly readable reminiscences, musical philosophy of great
pianist: his experiences as a child prodigy in turn-of-the-century Vienna, concert career,
thoughts on great conductors and composers of the day, preferences in the repertoire, much
more. Also includes "Reflections on Music," address delivered at University of Manchester,
1933. Introduction by Edward Crankshaw. 20 illustrations. Index.
Haydn and the Performance of Rhetoric Tom Beghin 2007 Accompanying CD-ROM in

pocket at the rear of book.
Matisse Stephanie D'Alessandro 2010 This book examines the working method,
experimental techniques, and compositional choices Matisse used in works created between
1913 and 1917. The works that Henri Matisse (1869-1954) executed between late 1913 and
1917 are among his most demanding, experimental, and enigmatic. Often sharply
composed, heavily reworked, and dominated by the colors black and gray, these
compositions are rigorously abstracted and purged of nearly all descriptive detail. Although
they have typically been treated as unrelated to one another, as aberrations within the
artist's oeuvre, or as singular responses to Cubism or World War I, this book reveals the
deep connections among them.
Visible Deeds of Music Simon Shaw-Miller 2002-01-01 This text explores the relationship
between music and the visual arts in the late 19th and 20th centuries, focusing on the
modernist period. It argues that the boundaries between art and music were permeable at
this time.
Listen to This Alex Ross 2010-09-28 One of The Telegraph's Best Music Books 2011 Alex
Ross's award-winning international bestseller, The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth
Century, has become a contemporary classic, establishing Ross as one of our most popular
and acclaimed cultural historians. Listen to This, which takes its title from a beloved 2004
essay in which Ross describes his late-blooming discovery of pop music, showcases the
best of his writing from more than a decade at The New Yorker. These pieces, dedicated to
classical and popular artists alike, are at once erudite and lively. In a previously unpublished

essay, Ross brilliantly retells hundreds of years of music history—from Renaissance dances
to Led Zeppelin—through a few iconic bass lines of celebration and lament. He vibrantly
sketches canonical composers such as Schubert, Verdi, and Brahms; gives us in-depth
interviews with modern pop masters such as Björk and Radiohead; and introduces us to
music students at a Newark high school and indie-rock hipsters in Beijing. Whether his
subject is Mozart or Bob Dylan, Ross shows how music expresses the full complexity of the
human condition. Witty, passionate, and brimming with insight, Listen to This teaches us how
to listen more closely.
Wagnerism Alex Ross 2020-09-15 Alex Ross, renowned New Yorker music critic and author
of the international bestseller and Pulitzer Prize finalist The Rest Is Noise, reveals how
Richard Wagner became the proving ground for modern art and politics—an aesthetic war
zone where the Western world wrestled with its capacity for beauty and violence. For better
or worse, Wagner is the most widely influential figure in the history of music. Around 1900,
the phenomenon known as Wagnerism saturated European and American culture. Such
colossal creations as The Ring of the Nibelung, Tristan und Isolde, and Parsifal were models
of formal daring, mythmaking, erotic freedom, and mystical speculation. A mighty procession
of artists, including Virginia Woolf, Thomas Mann, Paul Cézanne, Isadora Duncan, and Luis
Buñuel, felt his impact. Anarchists, occultists, feminists, and gay-rights pioneers saw him as
a kindred spirit. Then Adolf Hitler incorporated Wagner into the soundtrack of Nazi Germany,
and the composer came to be defined by his ferocious antisemitism. For many, his name is
now almost synonymous with artistic evil. In Wagnerism, Alex Ross restores the magnificent

confusion of what it means to be a Wagnerian. A pandemonium of geniuses, madmen,
charlatans, and prophets do battle over Wagner’s many-sided legacy. As readers of his
brilliant articles for The New Yorker have come to expect, Ross ranges thrillingly across
artistic disciplines, from the architecture of Louis Sullivan to the novels of Philip K. Dick, from
the Zionist writings of Theodor Herzl to the civil-rights essays of W.E.B. Du Bois, from O
Pioneers! to Apocalypse Now. In many ways, Wagnerism tells a tragic tale. An artist who
might have rivaled Shakespeare in universal reach is undone by an ideology of hate. Still,
his shadow lingers over twenty-first century culture, his mythic motifs coursing through
superhero films and fantasy fiction. Neither apologia nor condemnation, Wagnerism is a
work of passionate discovery, urging us toward a more honest idea of how art acts in the
world.
Words Without Music: A Memoir Philip Glass 2015-04-06 New York Times Bestseller "Reads
the way Mr. Glass's compositions sound at their best: propulsive, with a surreptitious
emotional undertow." —Corinna da Fonseca-Wollheim, New York Times Philip Glass has,
almost single-handedly, crafted the dominant sound of late-twentieth-century classical music.
Yet in Words Without Music, his critically acclaimed memoir, he creates an entirely new and
unexpected voice, that of a born storyteller and an acutely insightful chronicler, whose
behind-the-scenes recollections allow readers to experience those moments of creative
fusion when life so magically merged with art. From his childhood in Baltimore to his student
days in Chicago and at Juilliard, to his first journey to Paris and a life-changing trip to India,
Glass movingly recalls his early mentors, while reconstructing the places that helped shape

his creative consciousness. Whether describing working as an unlicensed plumber in gritty
1970s New York or composing Satyagraha, Glass breaks across genres and re-creates,
here in words, the thrill that results from artistic creation. Words Without Music ultimately
affirms the power of music to change the world.
Music after the Fall Tim Rutherford-Johnson 2017-02-01 "...the best extant map of our sonic
shadowlands, and it has changed how I listen."—Alex Ross, The New Yorker "...an essential
survey of contemporary music."—New York Times "…sharp, provacative and always on the
money. The listening list alone promises months of fresh discovery, the main text a fresh
new way of navigating the world of sound."—The Wire 2017 Music Book of the Year—Alex
Ross, The New Yorker Music after the Fall is the first book to survey contemporary Western
art music within the transformed political, cultural, and technological environment of the
post–Cold War era. In this book, Tim Rutherford-Johnson considers musical composition
against this changed backdrop, placing it in the context of globalization, digitization, and new
media. Drawing connections with the other arts, in particular visual art and architecture, he
expands the definition of Western art music to include forms of composition, experimental
music, sound art, and crossover work from across the spectrum, inside and beyond the
concert hall. Each chapter is a critical consideration of a wide range of composers,
performers, works, and institutions, and develops a broad and rich picture of the new music
ecosystem, from North American string quartets to Lebanese improvisers, from
electroacoustic music studios in South America to ruined pianos in the Australian outback.
Rutherford-Johnson puts forth a new approach to the study of contemporary music that

relies less on taxonomies of style and technique than on the comparison of different
responses to common themes of permission, fluidity, excess, and loss.
Desperate Characters Paula Fox 1999 First published in 1970 to wide acclaim, this
harrowing novel digs deep into the lives of Otto and Sophie Bentwood, whose seemingly
perfect marriage begins to crack much as post-war society is cracking around them. Reprint.
What to Listen For in Music Aaron Copland 2011-02-01 Now in trade paperback: “The
definitive guide to musical enjoyment” (Forum). In this fascinating analysis of how to listen to
both contemporary and classical music analytically, eminent American composer Aaron
Copland offers provocative suggestions that will bring readers a deeper appreciation of the
most viscerally rewarding of all art forms.
We Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to Live Joan Didion 2006-10-17 From the bestselling,
award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean,
this collection includes seven books in one volume: the full texts of Slouching Towards
Bethlehem; The White Album; Salvador; Miami; After Henry; Political Fictions; and Where I
Was From. As featured in the Netflix documentary Joan Didion: The Center Will Not Hold.
Joan Didion’s incomparable and distinctive essays and journalism are admired for their
acute, incisive observations and their spare, elegant style. Now the seven books of
nonfiction that appeared between 1968 and 2003 have been brought together into one
thrilling collection. Slouching Towards Bethlehem captures the counterculture of the sixties,
its mood and lifestyle, as symbolized by California, Joan Baez, Haight-Ashbury. The White
Album covers the revolutionary politics and the “contemporary wasteland” of the late sixties

and early seventies, in pieces on the Manson family, the Black Panthers, and Hollywood.
Salvador is a riveting look at the social and political landscape of civil war. Miami exposes
the secret role this largely Latin city played in the Cold War, from the Bay of Pigs through
Watergate. In After Henry Didion reports on the Reagans, Patty Hearst, and the Central Park
jogger case. The eight essays in Political Fictions–on censorship in the media, Gingrich,
Clinton, Starr, and “compassionate conservatism,” among others–show us how we got to the
political scene of today. And in Where I Was From Didion shows that California was never
the land of the golden dream.
The Rest Is Noise Series: Death Fugue: Music in Hitler’s Germany Alex Ross 2013-02-28
This is a chapter taken from Alex Ross’s groundbreaking history of twentieth-century
classical music, The Rest is Noise.
The Cello Suites Eric Siblin 2011-01-04 An award-winning journey through Johann
Sebastian Bach’s six cello suites and the brilliant musician who revealed their lasting genius.
One fateful evening, journalist and pop-music critic Eric Siblin attended a recital of Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Cello Suites—an experience that set him on an epic quest to uncover the
mysterious history of the entrancing compositions and their miraculous reemergence nearly
two hundred years later. In pursuit of his musicological obsession, Siblin would unravel three
centuries of intrigue, politics, and passion. Winner of the Mavis Gallant Prize for Non-fiction
and the McAuslan First Book Prize, The Cello Suites weaves together three dramatic
narratives: the disappearance of Bach’s manuscript in the eighteenth century, Pablo
Casals’s discovery and popularization of the music in Spain in the late nineteenth century,

and Siblin’s infatuation with the suites in the present day. The search led Siblin to Barcelona,
where Casals, just thirteen and in possession of his first cello, roamed the backstreets with
his father in search of sheet music and found Bach’s lost suites tucked in a dark corner of a
store. Casals played them every day for twelve years before finally performing them in
public. Siblin sheds new light on the mysteries that continue to haunt this music more than
250 years after its composer’s death: Why did Bach compose the suites for the cello, then
considered a lowly instrument? What happened to the original manuscript? A seamless
blend of biography and music history, The Cello Suites is a true-life journey of discovery,
fueled by the power of these musical masterpieces. “The ironies of artistic genius and public
taste are subtly explored in this winding, entertaining tale of a musical masterpiece.”
—Publishers Weekly “Siblin’s writing is most inspired when describing the life of Casals,
showing a genuine affection for the cellist, who . . . used his instrument and the suites as
weapons of protest and pleas for peace.” —Booklist, starred review
Teaching Kids Recorder Margo Hall 2005 Teaching Kids Recorder offers a hands-on,
innovative and engaging approach to teaching recorder to elementary and middle-school
students. The approach bridges rote learning and literacy while building the physical skills
needed for success in playing the recorder. Learn techniques on readiness for recorder,
choosing and obtaining instruments, organizing the classroom, building tone and technique,
increasing repertoire from one note to many, and integrating the recorder into many types of
music class activities. Discover simple ways to meet the complex challenges involved in

teaching the recorder.
And Then There Were None Agatha Christie 2004-05-03 When ten people arrive on private
Indian Island off England's southwest coast, lured to a mansion by invitations from a
mysterious host, terror mounts as one guest after another is murdered, in a classic whodunit
that is an elaboration of the famous children's rhyme "Ten Little Indians." Reader's Guide
included. Reprint. 100,000 first printing.
Settling Scores David Monod 2006-03-08 Classical music was central to German national
identity in the early twentieth century. The preeminence of composers such as Bach and
Beethoven and artists such as conductor Wilhelm Furtwangler and pianist Walter Gieseking
was cited by the Nazis as justification for German expansionism and as evidence of Aryan
superiority. In the minds of many Americans, further German aggression could be prevented
only if the population's faith in its moral and cultural superiority was shattered. In Settling
Scores, David Monod examines the attempted "denazification" of the German music world
by the Music Control Branch of the Information Control Division of Military Government. The
occupying American forces barred from the stage and concert hall all former Nazi Party
members and even anyone deemed to display an "authoritarian personality." They also
imported European and American music. These actions, however, divided American officials
and outraged German audiences and performers. Nonetheless, the long-term effects were
greater than has been previously recognized, as German government officials regained local
control and voluntarily limited their involvement in artistic life while promoting "new" (anti-

Nazi) music.
A Flicker in the Dark Stacy Willingham 2022-01-11 A New York Times Bestseller “A smart,
edge-of-your-seat story with plot twists you’ll never see coming. Stacy Willingham’s debut
will keep you turning pages long past your bedtime.” —Karin Slaughter When Chloe Davis
was twelve, six teenage girls went missing in her small Louisiana town. By the end of the
summer, her own father had confessed to the crimes and was put away for life, leaving
Chloe and the rest of her family to grapple with the truth and try to move forward while
dealing with the aftermath. Now twenty years later, Chloe is a psychologist in Baton Rouge
and getting ready for her wedding. While she finally has a fragile grasp on the happiness
she’s worked so hard to achieve, she sometimes feels as out of control of her own life as the
troubled teens who are her patients. So when a local teenage girl goes missing, and then
another, that terrifying summer comes crashing back. Is she paranoid, seeing parallels from
her past that aren't actually there, or for the second time in her life, is Chloe about to unmask
a killer? From debut author Stacy Willingham comes a masterfully done, lyrical thriller,
certain to be the launch of an amazing career. A Flicker in the Dark is eerily compelling to
the very last page.
The Rest Is Noise Alex Ross 2007-10-16 The scandal over modern music has not died-while paintings by Picasso and Pollock sell for millions of dollars, works from Stravinsky's
Rite of Spring onward still send ripples of unease through audiences. Yet the influence of
modern music can be felt ev
American Popular Music

Larry Starr 2003
The Lives of the Great Composers Harold C. Schonberg 1997 Profiles of the world's most
outstanding composers from Bach to Schoenberg examines the lives, times, and music of
each
The Aztec Treasure House Evan S. Connell 2003 [The author's] portraits of visionaries and
eccentrics are, in the words of the critic Grover Sales, "celebrations of man's insatiable drive
to probe unknown frontiers [that] read like superb novels." His subjects are people of passion
and purpose, events of legend and desire. He offers stories of the Anasazi Indians, the "old
ones" of the southwestern desert; of the grand explorers Marco Polo, Columbus, El Dorado,
Magellan, Ibn Batuta; and of heretics, fanatics, scientists, cranks and geniuses. There are
tales of fabulous advances made in anthropology, archaeology, astronomy and linguistics. In
all, twenty essays appear in [this book].-http://www.counterpointpress.com
Serialism Arnold Whittall 2008-10-16 A clear, non-technical introduction to serialism - a key
topic in music studies for both undergraduate and graduate students.
Chuck D Presents This Day in Rap and Hip-Hop History Chuck D 2017-10-10 A one-of-a
kind survey of rap and hip hop history from 1973 to today by Chuck D, arguably the most
influential rapper in the world. In the more than 40 years since the days of DJ Kool Herc and
"Rapper's Delight," hip hop and rap have become a billion-dollar worldwide phenomenon.
Yet there is no definitive history of the genre-until now. Based on Chuck's long-running show
on Rapstation.com, this massive compendium details the most iconic moments and
influential songs in the genre's recorded history, from Kurtis Blow's "Christmas Rappin'" to

The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill to Kendrick Lamar's ground-breaking verse on "Control."
Also included are key events in hip hop history, from Grandmaster Flash's first scratch
through Tupac's holographic appearance at Coachella. Throughout, Chuck offers his
insider's perspective on the chart toppers and show stoppers as he lived it. Illustrating the
pages are more than 100 portraits from the talented artists specializing in hip hop.
The Rest is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century Alex Ross 2011-08-25 Alex Ross’s
sweeping history of twentieth-century classical music, winner of the Guardian First Book
Award, is a gripping account of a musical revolution.
The Embarrassment of Riches Simon Schama 1988 Describes the cultural and social milieu
of seventeenth-century Holland, where, despite great material wealth and general prosperity,
an "anxiety of superabundance" permeated all aspects of the culture
The Sound Book: The Science of the Sonic Wonders of the World Trevor Cox 2014-02-10 “A
lucid and passionate case for a more mindful way of listening. . . . Anyone who has ever
clapped, hollered or yodeled at an echo will delight in [Cox’s] zestful curiosity.”—New York
Times Trevor Cox is on a hunt for the sonic wonders of the world. A renowned expert who
engineers classrooms and concert halls, Cox has made a career of eradicating bizarre and
unwanted sounds. But after an epiphany in the London sewers, Cox now revels in exotic
noises—creaking glaciers, whispering galleries, stalactite organs, musical roads, humming
dunes, seals that sound like alien angels, and a Mayan pyramid that chirps like a bird. With
forays into archaeology, neuroscience, biology, and design, Cox explains how sound is
made and altered by the environment, how our body reacts to peculiar noises, and how

these mysterious wonders illuminate sound’s surprising dynamics in everyday settings—from
your bedroom to the opera house. The Sound Book encourages us to become better
listeners in a world dominated by the visual and to open our ears to the glorious cacophony
all around us.
The Rest Is Noise Alex Ross 2007-10-16 Winner of the 2007 National Book Critics Circle
Award for Criticism A New York Times Book Review Top Ten Book of the Year Time
magazine Top Ten Nonfiction Book of 2007 Newsweek Favorite Books of 2007 A
Washington Post Book World Best Book of 2007 In this sweeping and dramatic narrative,
Alex Ross, music critic for The New Yorker, weaves together the histories of the twentieth
century and its music, from Vienna before the First World War to Paris in the twenties; from
Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia to downtown New York in the sixties and seventies up
to the present. Taking readers into the labyrinth of modern style, Ross draws revelatory
connections between the century's most influential composers and the wider culture. The
Rest Is Noise is an astonishing history of the twentieth century as told through its music.
12 Rules for Life Jordan B. Peterson 2018-01-23 #1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER #1
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER What does everyone in the modern world need to know?
Renowned psychologist Jordan B. Peterson's answer to this most difficult of questions
uniquely combines the hard-won truths of ancient tradition with the stunning revelations of
cutting-edge scientific research. Humorous, surprising and informative, Dr. Peterson tells us
why skateboarding boys and girls must be left alone, what terrible fate awaits those who
criticize too easily, and why you should always pet a cat when you meet one on the street.

What does the nervous system of the lowly lobster have to tell us about standing up straight
(with our shoulders back) and about success in life? Why did ancient Egyptians worship the
capacity to pay careful attention as the highest of gods? What dreadful paths do people
tread when they become resentful, arrogant and vengeful? Dr. Peterson journeys broadly,
discussing discipline, freedom, adventure and responsibility, distilling the world's wisdom into
12 practical and profound rules for life. 12 Rules for Life shatters the modern commonplaces
of science, faith and human nature, while transforming and ennobling the mind and spirit of
its readers.
Every Song Ever Ben Ratliff 2016-02-09 What is music in the age of the cloud? Today, we
can listen to nearly anything, at any time. It is possible to flit instantly across genres and
generations, from 1980s Detroit techno to 1890s Viennese neo-romanticism. This new age
of listening brings with it astonishing new possibilities--as well as dangers. In Every Song
Ever, the veteran New York Times music critic Ben Ratliff reimagines the very idea of music
appreciation for our times. In the age of the cloud, the genre of the recording and the
intention of the composer matter less and less. Instead, we can savor our own listening
experience more directly, taking stock of qualities like repetition, speed, density, or loudness.
The result is a new mode of listening that can lead to unexpected connections. When we
listen for slowness, we may detect surprising affinities between the drone metal of Sunn O))),
the mixtape manipulations of DJ Screw, and the final works of Shostakovich. And if we listen
for more elusive qualities like closeness, we might notice how the tight harmonies of
bluegrass vocals illuminate the virtuosic synchrony of John Coltrane's quartet.

Encompassing the sounds of five continents and several centuries, Ratliff's book is a
definitive field guide to our musical habitat, and a foundation for the new aesthetics our age
demands.
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